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Nicaragua Rejects Honduran &amp; Salvadoran Proposals
To U.N., Blames U.S. For Regional Tensions
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, October 14, 1988
On Oct. 13 in an address before the UN General Assembly, Nicaraguan Foreign Minister
Miguel d'Escoto said that "having failed in its attempts at military overthrow" of the Nicaraguan
government," the Reagan administration is now engaged in efforts "aimed at causing an internal
breakdown" of the government. D'Escoto also declared that Managua had rejected a Honduran
proposal announced on Oct. 4 for the creation of an international force to monitor that country's
borders with El Salvador and Nicaragua; placed the blame for international tensions in Central
America on the US; and, dismissed a proposal to create another verification commission linked to
the regional peace plan by El Salvador. On the contras, D'Escoto said, "We were not intimidated
in our military struggle against the mercenary forces of the US. We have defeated them." Next,
the minister declared that peace efforts in Central America continue to be sabotaged, while the
regional peace accords have not been fully implemented. He said, "Central America's problem
has a name and a last name: it is called North American interventionism. When the US halts
warmaking against Nicaragua and the involvement of its lackeys in that war, then the tensions...in
Central America will be defused." Earlier in the day, in an address before the Assembly, Salvadoran
Foreign Minister Ricardo Acevedo Peralta proposed a commission to monitor the five countries'
adherence to democratic commitments under the peace plan. This political commission would
be linked to the executive committee of regional peace plan to verify and supervise respect for
democratic freedoms, "including the holding of really free elections" in the five countries. According
to Acevedo, Nicaragua has created the major obstacles to the peace accords, such as continued
violations of basic human rights and freedoms, the imprisonment of politicians, and the suppression
of public protests and channels of expression. Acevedo said, "The Sandinista government has
not even been able to make a clear, public and manifest declaration of total break with armed
subversion in El Salvador, as it must do." In response to the Salvadoran proposal, the Nicaraguan
minister said, "We do not accept the prohibitions of a government that is far behind us in terms
of respecting human rights and civil liberties...Nor do we accept such statements from shameless
Central American lackeys of the empire, who have been justly discredited in the international
community." Next, D'Escoto said he would not bother to refute "certain unfounded accusations
formulated against us here this morning by the Salvadoran Foreign Minister." In reference to the
Honduran proposal, D'Escoto said that Tegucigalpa continues to refuse participation in "serious
talks to reach agreements" with other Central American nations on implementing an existing
mechanism for ensuring border security. This mechanism, he said, is the international verification
commission established as part of the August 1987 Esquipulas regional peace accords. The minister
pointed out that the commission was conceived as a UN peace operation under the direction
of Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. Moreover, he added, a "group of nations" have
expressed willingness and desire to take an active part in monitoring border movements and other
commitments on the part of the five signatory nations to the accords. [D'Escoto did not specify
the nations who have previously expressed willingness to participate in the monitoring force. His
reference to a group of nations, however, was understood to mean the Contadora Group (Mexico,
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Colombia, Venezuela and Panama), and its Support Group (Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay).
Next, Managua has also discussed participation in the verification commission with officials of
Western European governments, including Spain and Switzerland, among others.] The Nicaraguan
minister also declared that his government reserves the right to adopt appropriate measures in
response to Washington's refusal to concede visas in late September to members of the Nicaraguan
delegation to the General Assembly. The incident caused the cancellation of President Daniel
Ortega's trip to New York; Ortega was scheduled to deliver a speech during the first week of the
Assembly session. At the close of his address, D'Escoto struck a conciliatory note saying that his
government believed "it is possible to arrive at an understanding" with the US and hoped that
would happen under the next administration. (Basic data from AP, 10/13/88; New York Times,
10/14/88)
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